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Homestead Act — law enacted in 1862, that provided 160 acres of free land in the West to anyone who would live on and
cultivate it for five years

Great Plains — vast grassland that extends through the west-central portion of the United States
Assimilation — a minority group’s adoption of the beliefs and way of life of the dominant culture.

Dawes Act — law enacted in 1887, that was intended to “Americanize” Native Americans by distributing reservation land to
individual owners.

Ghost Dance — Native American ritual intended to bring about the restoration of tribal life, popular among the Sioux prior to the
Battle of Wounded Knee.

Exoduster — an African American who migrated from the South to Kansas in the post Reconstruction years

Homesteader — a settler on the free land made available by the Homestead Act

Soddy — a home built of blocks of turf.

Morrill Land Grants Acts — laws enacted in 1862 & 1890 to help create agricultural colleges by giving federal land to states.
Bonanza farm — an enormous farm on which a single crop is grown.

Populism — a late 19" century political movement seeking to advance the interests of farmers & laborers.

Grange — a social & educational organization through which farmers attempted to combat the power railroads in the late 1800°s
— known as the Patrons of Husbandry.

Bimetallism — the use of both gold and silver as a basis for a national monetary system.
Transcontinental railroad — railroad line linking the Atlantic & Pacific coasts of the U.S.

Interstate Commerce Act — a law enacted in 1887, that established the federal government’s right to supervise railroad
activities and created a five-member commission to do so, called the ICC.

Bessemer Process — a cheap and efficient process for making steel, developed around 1950.
Monopoly — a complete control over an industry, achieved by buying up or driving out off business all competitors.

Social Darwinism — an economic &social philosophy, holding that a system of unrestrained competition will ensure the survival
of the fittest.

Sherman Antitrust Act — law enacted in 1890, that was intended to prevent the creation of monopolies by making it illegal to
establish trusts that interfered with free trade.

Trust — a method of consolidating competing companies, in which participants turn their stock over to a board of trustees, who
run the companies as one large corporation.

Vertical Integration — a company’s taking over its suppliers & distributors to gain total control over the quality and cost of its
product.

Horizontal Consolidation — the merging of companies that makes similar products.

Socialism — an economic & political system based on government ownership of business & property & on equal distribution of
wealth.

Collective Bargaining — negotiations between the representatives of workers and employers to reach agreement on wages,
benefits, hours, and working conditions.

Culture shock — the confusion and anxiety that result from living in an unfamiliar culture.

Melting Pot — a mixture of people from different cultures and races who blend together by abandoning their native languages
and cultures.
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Chinese Exclusion Act — law enacted in 1882, that prohibited all Chinese except students, teachers, merchants, tourists, and
government officials from entering the United States.

Ellis Island — more than 16 million immigrants passed through this New York immigration station after they had passed
inspection.

Angel Island — mostly Asian immigrants passed through this immigration station in California after passing inspection.
Urbanization — the growth of cities.
Dumbbell tenement — a long, narrow, five or six-story building shaped like a barbell.

Social Gospel movement — reform movement based on the belief that Christians have a responsibility to help improve working
conditions and alleviate poverty.

Settlement House — a community center providing assistance to residents — particularly immigrants — in a slum neighborhood.
Graft — the illegal use of political influence for personal gain.

Political machine — an organized group that controls a political party in a city and offers services to voters & businesses in
exchange for political & financial support.

Kickback — the return of part of a payment, usually as a result of intimidation or a secret agreement.

Patronage — an officeholder’s power to appoint people -- usually those who have helped him or her get elected -- to positions of
government.

Civil Service — the nonmilitary branches of government administration.
Stalwarts — a Republican who supported the New York political boss Roscoe Conkling and opposed civil service reform.

Pendleton Act — law enacted in 1883, that established a bipartisan civil service commission to make appointments to
government jobs by means of the merit system.

Linotype machine — a keyboard-operated typesetting device that casts each line of type as a whole.

Literacy Test — a reading test formerly used in some Southern states to prevent African Americans from voting.

Poll Tax — an annual tax that formerly had to be paid in some Southern states by anyone wishing to vote.

Grandfather Clause — provision that exempts certain people from a law on the basis of previously existing circumstances —
especially a clause formerly in some Southern states’ constitutions that exempted whites from the strict voting requirements used

to keep African Americans from the polls.

Jim Crow Laws — laws enacted by Southern state and local governments to separate white & black people in public and private
facilities.

Segregation — the separation of people on the basis of race.

Plessy v. Ferguson — 1896 Supreme court case in the court ruled that separation of the races in public accommodations was legal
— established the “separate but equal” doctrine.

Vaudeville — a form of stage entertainment that features a variety of short performances, including songs, dances, and comedy
routines.

Ragtime — form of music, originating in the 1880’s, in which the styles of African-American spirituals and European music were
blended.

Rural Free Delivery -- the free government delivery of mail and packages to homes in rural areas, begun in 1896.

Progressive movement -- early 20" century reform movement seeking to return control of the government to the people, to
restore economic opportunities, and to correct injustices in American life.

Prohibition — the banning of the manufacturing, sale, and possession of alcoholic beverages.
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Muckraker — one of the magazine journalists who exposed corrupt business practices in the early 1900’s.
Initiative — a procedure by which a legislative measure can be originated by the people rather than by lawmakers.
Referendum — a procedure by which a proposed legislative measure can be submitted to a vote of the people.
Recall -- a procedure for removing a public official from office by a vote of the people.

17™ Amendment — an amendment to the Constitution, adopted in 1913, which provided for the election of U.S. senators by the
people rather than by state legislatures.

Suffrage — the right to vote.

Meat Inspection Act — a law enacted in 1906, which established strict cleanliness requirements for meatpackers and created a
federal meat-inspection program.

Pure Food and Drug Act — law enacted in 1906, to halt the sale of contaminated foods and drugs and to assure truth in labeling.

Conservation — the planned management of natural resources, involving the protection of some wilderness areas and the
development of others for the common good.

NAACP - an organization founded in 1909 to promote full racial equality — National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

The Jungle — novel by Upton Sinclair, published in 1906 that portrayed the disgusting conditions prevalent in the meatpacking
industry.

Square Deal — President Theodore Roosevelt’s program of progressive reforms designed to protect the common people against
big business.

Clayton Antitrust Act — law enacted in 1914, that made certain monopolistic business practices illegal & protected the rights of
labor unions and farm organizations.

Federal Trade Commission — a federal agency established in 1914 to investigate and stop unfair business practices.

Federal Reserve system — a national banking system, established in 1913, that controls the U.S. money supply and the
availability of credit in the country.

19™ Amendment — an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, adopted in 1920, that gave women the right to vote.

Bull Moose Party — name given to the Progressive party, formed to support Theodore Roosevelt’s candidacy for the presidency
in 1912.

Imperialism — the policy of extending a nation’s authority over other countries by economic, political, or military means.
Yellow Journalism — the use of sensationalized and exaggerated reporting by newspapers or magazines to attract readers.

Rough Riders — a volunteer cavalry regiment, commanded by Leonard Wood & Theodore Roosevelt that served in the Spanish-
American-Cuban War.

Platt Amendment — series of provisions that the U.S. insisted Cuba add to its new constitution giving the U.S. the right to
intervene in the country & the right to buy or lease Cuban land for naval & coaling stations.

Protectorate — a country whose affairs are partially controlled by a stronger power.

Panama Canal — an artificial waterway cut through the Isthmus of Panama to provide a shortcut between the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans.

Roosevelt Corollary — an extension of the Monroe Doctrine, under which the U.S. claimed the right to protect its economic
interests by means of military intervention in the affairs of the Western Hemisphere.

Dollar Diplomacy — the U.S. policy of using the nation’s economic power to exert influence over other countries.

Militarism — the policy of building up armed forces in aggressive preparedness for war.
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Allies — group composed of Great Britain, France, Russia and later Italy, United States to oppose the Central Powers during
World War L.

Central Powers — group of nations led by Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire that opposed the Allies in World
War .

Trench Warfare — military operations in which the opposing forces attack and counterattack from systems of fortified ditches
rather than on an open battlefield.

Selective Service Act — a law enacted in 1917, which required men to register for military service.

Espionage & Sedition Acts — two laws that imposed harsh penalties on anyone interfering with or speaking against U.S.
participation in World War I.

Great Migration — the large scale movement of African Americans from the South to Northern cities in the early 20" century.
League of Nations — an association of nations established in 1920 to promote international cooperation and peace.

Fourteen Points — the principles making up President Woodrow Wilson’s plan for world peace following World War 1.
Communism — an economic and political system based on one-party government and state ownership of property.
Isolationist — in opposition to political and economic entanglements with other countries.

Teapot Dome Scandal — Secretary of State Fall’s secret leasing of oil-rich public land to private companies in return for money
and land.

Urban Sprawl -- the unplanned and uncontrolled spreading of cities into surrounding regions.



